HOLY TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Order of Worship
December 27, 2020
Note: All hymn selections are included at the end of this document.
Reflection
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
– John 1:1
“...although men may come and go; while the human supports on which the
Christian’s faith has sometimes to lean are from the nature of the case transitory,
nevertheless Jesus Christ goes with his church through all the changes and vicissitudes
of time, the same yesterday, today and forever, always accessible, under every
condition reliable and therefore the one proper object of faith, the only safe source of
confidence because in him alone is that eternal certainty which faith needs to rest
upon if it is to be faith at all.” – Geerhardus Vos

Musical Reflection

Of the Father’s Love Begotten (sung by musicians)

Of the Father's love begotten
ere the worlds began to be,
he is Alpha and Omega,
he the Source, the Ending he,
of the things that are, that have been,
and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore!

This is he whom heav'n-taught singers
sang of old with one accord,
whom the Scriptures of the prophets
promised in their faithful word;
now he shines, the long-expected;
let creation praise its Lord,
evermore and evermore!

—————————ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE—————————
Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.
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Call to Worship

Luke 2:13-14

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom he is pleased!”
Hymn of Praise

All Praise to Thee, Eternal Lord #219

Invocation and Prayer of Adoration
Hymn of Praise

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #194

—————————CONFESSING OUR SIN—————————
Prayer of Confession and Pastoral Prayer
Words of Comfort and Promise

John 1:14-18 (NKJV)

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness of
Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is
preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ” And of His fullness we have all
received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time. The only
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.
Hymn of Response

Once in Royal David’s City #225 (vv. 1-2, 4-5)

—————————RENEWING OUR FAITH—————————
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and
of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten, begotten of
the Father before all ages, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made; of one essence with the Father, by whom all things were made: who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. And was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and
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sits at the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism for the
remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen
Old Testament Reading

Malachi 3:1-6

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the
covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he
appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and
silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. 4 Then the offering
of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in
former years.
5 “Then

I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who
oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those
who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.
6 “For

I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not
consumed.
Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Amen
Hymn of Preparation

Great is Thy Faithfulness #32

Proclamation of God’s Word

James Ritchey, Pastoral Intern

Hebrews 13:8 – The Unchanging Christ
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
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—————————RESPONDING IN THANKS—————————
Musical Reflection

The Christian’s Hope Can Never Fail (sung by musicians)
We travel through a barren land,
With dangers thick on every hand;
But Jesus guides us through the vale;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.
Huge sorrows meet us as we go,
And devils aim to overthrow;
But vile infernals can’t prevail;
O, The Christian’s hope shall never fail.
Sometimes we’re tempted to despair,
But Jesus makes us then His care;
Though numerous foes our souls assail;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.
We trust upon the sacred word,
The oath and promise of the Lord;
And safely through each tempest sail;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.

Offering
Closing Hymn

(offering plates at exits)
Joy to the World! The Lord is Come #195

Benediction
All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#1527232
Metrical psalms used with permission from Crown & Covenant Publishing
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Hebrews 13:8

The Unchanging Christ

I. Main Point--The Main Point is the verse itself: Jesus Christ is the same

__________________ and ___________________ and

_______________________.

Four Implications:
1. Jesus will always be _____________ and _______________.

2. Jesus does not change in His _______________________.

3. Christ's _____________ will never be undone.

4. Because Jesus remains the same, the Christian

________________ remains the same.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome Visitors! We are so glad you are here to worship with us. Please take a moment to fill out the
visitor’s card there in the pew in front of you! There is also a place for prayer requests on the back.
Sunday Morning Schedule —
• January 3rd at 9:15 am — We will meet next Sunday morning to pray for our upcoming spring
ministries; please join us for this time as we remember the words of Psalm 127:1 “Unless
• January 10th at 9: 15 am — Our new Adult Sunday School series on the topic of Evangelism will
begin in the Fellowship Hall.
Sunday Evening Schedule —
• December 27th & January 3rd — We will not have evening activities tonight or next week.
• January 10th — We will begin our Sunday Evening Worship & Prayer Service at 6:00 pm.
Neighborhood Outreach Dinner — We will not have the outreach meal this Thursday, December 31st.
We will resume our normal schedule on Thursday, January 7th.
Church Office Holiday Hours — The church office will remain closed until January 4th. If any needs
arise, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Session or staff.
Men’s & Women’s Hebrews Bible Studies — Both the men and women will study the book of
Hebrews in our upcoming Bible studies. We are eager to have maximum participation for these times
of fellowship and study of God’s Word; will you join us? Please sign up by filling out the online
form located on our website under the “Ministries” tab, under Bible Studies. All gatherings will
take place at the church in a large room.
• Women — beginning Tuesday, January 12th at 10:00 am & 6:30 pm or 7:00 pm
• Men — beginning Friday, January 15th at 7:00 am (potential evening meeting option as well)
You may also email hmccollough@htpctampa.org to register or with any questions
2021 Bible Reading Plan — We are wrapping up the two-year church-wide plan we began in 2019! See
today’s bulletin insert for this year’s reading plan.
Year End Giving — Today is our last Sunday to give during worship. As an alternative, we also accept
mailed-in checks that are postmarked this year and giving through our website by December 31st.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.
Financial Update as December 22, 2020

Giving
Non-Giving Receipts

11/30/20
$773,374
$54,526
$827,900

12/31/20
Break-Even
$879,562 (includes $85k to fund reserves)

Needed in December: $51,662
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