HOLY TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Order of Worship
December 20, 2020
Note: All hymn selections are included at the end of this document.
Reflection

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And
all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David. – Luke 2:1-4
"The comfort of Israel was none other than the messianic hope of which the prophets
had spoken, [Jesus Christ].” – Ned Stonehouse
Musical Reflection

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People (sung by musicians)

Comfort, comfort ye my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God;
comfort those who sit in darkness, mourning ‘neath their sorrow’s load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them;
tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over.
—————————ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE—————————
Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.
Call to Worship

Isaiah 60: 1-3

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but
the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.
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Invocation and Prayer of Adoration

Hymns of Praise

Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come #195
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus #196

—————————CONFESSING OUR SIN—————————
Prayer of Confession and Pastoral Prayer
Words of Comfort and Promise

Luke 2:11

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
Hymn of Response

What Child is This #213

—————————RENEWING OUR FAITH—————————
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry
to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received
from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness
prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of
the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of
the Lord has spoken.” The Word of God Stands Forever 6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I
said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the
field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on
it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of
our God will stand forever.
9 Go

on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of
Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He
will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.
Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Amen
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Hymn of Preparation
Proclamation of God’s Word

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #194
Rev. Dustyn Eudaly, Senior Minister

Luke 2:22-38 – Simeon’s Song: Waiting for the Consolation of Israel
And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law
of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem,
whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up
in his arms and blessed God and said,
22

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
29

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts
from many hearts may be revealed.”
33

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she
was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart
from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up
at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who
were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
36
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—————————RESPONDING IN THANKS—————————
Musical Reflection

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (sung by musicians)

1. Lo, how a rose e'er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse's lineage coming,
as men of old have sung.
It came, a flow'ret bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half-spent was the night.

2. Isaiah 'twas foretold it,
the rose I have in mind;
with Mary we behold it,
the virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright,
she bore to men a Savior,
when half-spent was the night.

3. The shepherds heard the story,
proclaimed by angels bright,
how Christ, the Lord of glory,
was born on earth this night.
To Bethlehem they sped
and in the manger found him,
as angel heralds said.

4. This flow'r, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor
the darkness ev'rywhere.
True man, yet very God;
from sin and death he saves us
and lightens ev'ry load.

5. O Savior, child of Mary,
who felt our human woe;
O Savior, King of glory,
who dost our weakness know,
bring us at length, we pray,
to the bright courts of heaven
and to the endless day.

Offering
Closing Hymn

(offering plates at exits)
O Come, All Ye Faithful #208

Benediction
All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#1527232
Metrical psalms used with permission from Crown & Covenant Publishing
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Luke 2:22-38

Simeon’s Song: Waiting for the Consolation of Israel

Introduction
The ___________________.
1. Simeon and the Righteous Remnant
a. God’s __________________!
b. _____________________!
2. Simeon’s Song
a. My _________________.
b. Your _________________; your ________________.
c. My ___________________.
d. Your _________________; your _________________.
3. Simeon’s Prophecy
Born to _______________!
Conclusion
What thoughts of your heart has this Messiah revealed?
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome Visitors! We are so glad you are here to worship with us. Please take a moment to fill out the
visitor’s card there in the pew in front of you! There is also a place for prayer requests on the back.
No Evening Activities Tonight — We will resume evening activities on Sunday, January 10th.
Christmas Eve Service — Invite your friends, out of town family members, and neighbors to join us for
our Christmas Eve worship service this Thursday, December 24th at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary.
Please RSVP as usual; seating assignments will be emailed in advance.
Church Office Holiday Hours — The church office will be closed between Christmas Eve and New
Years Day. If any needs arise, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Session or staff.
Benevolence Opportunity Update — Thank you all for your generous donations toward the need we
recently presented regarding a single mother of premature twins who has been under the care of A
Woman’s Place. A minivan was kindly donated by a family from our church and the necessary repairs it
required have been done using your generous donations. The twins were recently discharged from the
NICU; please continue praying for this family.
Men’s & Women’s Hebrews Bible Studies — Both the men and women will study the book of
Hebrews in our upcoming Bible studies. We are eager to have maximum participation for these times
of fellowship and study of God’s Word; will you join us? Please fill out the bulletin insert and place
it in the offering plate today. All gatherings will take place at the church in one of the large rooms.
• Women — beginning Tuesday, January 12th at 10:00 am & 6:30 pm
• Men — beginning Friday, January 15th at 7:00 am (potential evening meeting option as well)
Please fill out today’s bulletin insert today or email hmccollough@htpctampa.org to register.
2021 Bible Reading Plan — We are wrapping up the two-year church-wide plan we began in 2019! We
will provide our suggested church-wide Bible reading plan for 2021 next Sunday, December 27th.
Financial Update as December 17, 2020

Giving
Non-Giving Receipts

12/17/20
$748,785
$54,526
$803,311

12/31/20
Break-Even
$879,562 (includes $85k to fund reserves)

Needed in December: $76,251

Upcoming Sunday Schedule
December 27 — No morning or evening classes
*Updated since last week*
January 3 — Morning Prayer Service / Kickoff (9:15 am)
January 10 — Begin Sunday School series: Evangelism (9:15 am)
Evening Worship and Prayer (6:00 pm)

Other Important Dates
Thursdays, Dec 24 & 31
No Neighborhood Outreach Dinner
Thursday, December 24 (5:30 pm)
Christmas Eve Worship Service
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