HOLY TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Christmas Eve Service
December 24, 2020
Note: All hymn selections are included at the end of this document.
Reflection
“But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” – Matthew 1:20-21
“What then would be our obstinacy, if we refused to join with the choir of angels, in
singing the praises of our salvation, which is in Christ? Hence we infer, how
abominable in the sight of God must unbelief be, which disturbs this delightful
harmony between heaven and earth.” – John Calvin
Musical Reflection

Of the Father’s Love Begotten (sung by musicians)
This is he whom heav'n-taught singers
sang of old with one accord,
whom the Scriptures of the prophets
promised in their faithful word;
now he shines, the long-expected;
let creation praise its Lord,
evermore and evermore!
O ye heights of heav'n, adore him;
angel hosts, his praises sing;
all dominions, bow before him,
and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on earth be silent,
ev'ry voice in concert ring,
evermore and evermore!

Call to Worship

from Isaiah 9:6-7

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish
it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
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Opening Carol

Angels From the Realms of Glory #218

Invocation
Responsive Reading

Isaiah 6:1-7

Leader (v. 1): In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne,
high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.
People (v. 2): Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he
covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
Leader (v. 3): And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!
People (v. 4): And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him
who called, and the house was filled with smoke.
Leader (v. 5): And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the
King, the Lord of hosts!”
People (v. 6): Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a
burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar.
All (v. 7): And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your
lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”
Carols

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence #193
Angels We Have Heard on High #214

Scripture Reading

Isaiah 7:10-14

10 Again

the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep
as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put
the Lord to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for
you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.
Carols

All Praise to Thee, Eternal Lord #219
God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen #211
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Scripture Reading

Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went
up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there,
the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
Prayer
Carol

O Little Town of Bethlehem (sung by musicians)
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie;
above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by:
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

Carol

For Christ is born of Mary;
and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth!
And praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.
Silent Night, Holy Night #210

Message

Rev. Dustyn Eudaly, Senior Minister
Luke 2:8-21 – Heaven’s Call to Worship

8 And

in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel
said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14 “Glory

to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15 When

the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
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the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known
the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
Musical Reflection

Et in Terra Pax (sung by musicians)
Et in terra pax, and on earth, peace.
Et in terra pax, and on earth, peace.
Gloria in excelsis! Glory to Go in the highest!
Et in terra pax, and on earth, peace.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

And suddenly with the angel there was
A multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace.”
Et in terra pax, and on earth, peace.
Et in terra pax, and on earth, peace.
Peace.
Closing Carol

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing #203

Benediction
All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#1527232
Metrical psalms used with permission from Crown & Covenant Publishing
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