HOLY TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Order of Worship
November 15, 2020
Note: All hymn selections are included at the end of this document.
Reflection
"The joy of working in the dawn of the world to come quickens the pulse of all New
Testament servants of Christ. Paul felt that the product of his labors, the output of his life,
would shine with unfading splendor in the palace of God." - Geerhardus Vos
Musical Reflection

Who Are These like Stars Appearing (sung by musicians)

1. Who Are these like stars appearing,
these before God's throne who stand?
Each a golden crown is wearing;
who are all this glorious band?
Alleluia! Hark, they sing,
praising loud their heav'nly King.

2. These are they who have contended
for their Savior's honor long,
wrestling on till life was ended,
foll'wing not the sinful throng;
these, who well the fight sustained,
triumph through the Lamb have gained.

3. These like priests have watched and waited,
off'ring up to Christ their will;
soul and body consecrated,
day and night to serve him still:
now in God's most holy place
blest they stand before his face.

—————————ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE—————————
Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.
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Call to Worship

from Revelation 19

Minister (v. 6): Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like
the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying
out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.
People (v. 7): Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage
of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready”
Invocation and Prayer of Adoration
Hymns of Praise

Come Christians, Join to Sing #302
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah #598

—————————CONFESSING OUR SIN—————————
Prayer of Confession and Pastoral Prayer
Words of Comfort and Promise

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10

For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you,
and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from
the wrath to come.
Hymn of Response

Majestic Sweetness Sits Enthroned

1. Majestic sweetness sits enthroned upon the Savior’s brow;
His head with radiant glories crowned, his lips with grace o’erflow.
No mortal can with him compare, among the sons of men;
Fairer is he than all the fair that fill the heav’nly train.
2. He saw me plunged in deep distress, he flew to my relief;
For me he bore the shameful cross, and carried all my grief.
To him I owe my life and breath, and all the joys I have;
He makes me triumph over death, and saves me from the grave.
3. To Heav’n, the place of his abode, he brings my weary feet;
Shows me the glories of my God, and makes my joys complete.
Since from his bounty I receive such proofs of love divine,
Had I a thousand hearts to give, Lord, they should all be thine.
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—————————RENEWING OUR FAITH—————————
New Testament Reading

Philippians 1:18b-30

Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager
expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now
as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the
two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain
in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I
will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that
in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to
you again.
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I
come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one
spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not
frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29 For it has been granted to
you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for
his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still
have.
27

Reader: The Word of the Lord
People: Amen
Hymn of Preparation

The Sands of Time Are Sinking

1. The sands of time are sinking,
The dawn of heaven breaks;
The summer morn I’ve sighed for
The fair, sweet morn awakes:
Dark, dark had been the midnight
But dayspring is at hand,
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Emmanuel’s land.

3. O Christ, He is the fountain,
The deep, sweet well of love!
The streams on earth I’ve tasted
More deep I’ll drink above:
There to an ocean fullness
His mercy doth expand,
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Emmanuel’s land.

2. The king there in His beauty,
Without a veil is seen:
It were a well-spent journey,
Though seven deaths lay between:
The Lamb with His fair army,
Doth on Mount Zion stand,
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Emmanuel’s land

4. The bride eyes not her garment,
But her dear Bridegroom’s face;
I will not gaze at glory
But on my King of grace.
Not at the crown He giveth
But on His pierced hand;
The Lamb is all the glory
Of Emmanuel’s land
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5. O I am my Beloved’s
And my Beloved is mine!
He brings a poor vile sinner
Into His house of wine
I stand upon His merit I know no other stand,
Not e’en where glory dwelleth
In Emmanuel’s land.
©2001 Phillip Palmertree Music.

Proclamation of God’s Word

Rev. Dr. Dominic Aquila,
President, New Geneva Seminary

Ecclesiastes 3:1-17 – Living With the Backdrop of Eternity
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
8 a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.
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What gain has the worker from his toil? 10 I have seen the business that God has
given to the children of man to be busy with. 11 He has made everything beautiful in
its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what
God has done from the beginning to the end. 12 I perceived that there is nothing
better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live; 13 also that
everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift to
man.
9

I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it,
nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so that people fear before him. 15 That
which is, already has been; that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what
has been driven away.
14
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Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even there was
wickedness, and in the place of righteousness, even there was wickedness. 17 I said in
my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every
matter and for every work.
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—————————RESPONDING IN THANKS—————————
Offering

(see link in email)

Musical Reflection

Day By Day and With Each Passing Moment (sung by musicians)
Day by day and with each passing moment,
strength I find to meet my trials here;
trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment,
I’ve no cause for worry or for fear.
He whose heart is kind beyond all measure
gives unto each day what he deems best–
lovingly, its part of pain and pleasure,
mingling toil with peace and rest.
Every day, the Lord himself is near me
with a special mercy for each hour;
all my cares he fain would bear, and cheer me,
he whose name is Counselor and Pow'r.
The protection of his child and treasure
is a charge that on himself he laid:
“As your days, your strength shall be in measure,”
this the pledge to me he made.
Help me then in every tribulation
so to trust your promises, O Lord,
that I lose not faith’s sweet consolation
offered me within your holy Word.
Help me, Lord, when toil and trouble meeting,
e'er to take, as from a father’s hand,
one by one, the days, the moments fleeting,
till I reach the promised land.

Closing Hymn

Praise the Savior, Ye Who Know Him #677

Benediction
All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#1527232
Metrical psalms used with permission from Crown & Covenant Publishing
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_______ANNOUNCEMENTS_______

Welcome Visitors! We are so glad you are here to worship with us. Please take a moment to
fill out the visitor’s card there in the pew in front of you! There is also a place for prayer
requests on the back.
First Principles Tonight — Join us tonight at 5:45 pm for Week #8. The topic is “What
Happens When Human Reason Seeks to Usurp God’s Word?” and the readings can be
found on the First Principles page of our website (www.htpctampa.org) under the
“Ministries” tab. Note that the middle and high school students continue to gather a little
early at 5:30 pm for their class. A Zoom option is available, please email
lhall@htpctampa.org if you would like to be added to our email list.
Shepherding Group Fellowship Lunches — We plan to hold Sunday fellowship lunches
with each elder and his shepherding group after morning worship over the course of the
next few months.
*The shepherding groups of both Dustyn Eudaly and Brad Meyers will gather
TODAY after worship for lunch out on the playground along with any visitors to the
church.
Visitors Lunch — If you are newer to Holy Trinity we warmly invite you to join us
TODAY for a fellowship lunch after worship outside on the playground to get to know
others in our church as well as some of our leadership. We will have plenty of food;
please join us!
Men’s Bible Study: Sexual Fidelity in an Unfaithful World — Men, please join us as we
meet Thursday mornings from 7:00-8:00 am in the Fellowship Hall to discuss Doug
Wilson’s book Fidelity. Books are available in the church office; please direct questions to
Dustyn Eudaly, deudaly@htpctampa.org.
Sunday Evening Thanksgiving Worship Service — Join us Sunday, November 22nd
at 6:00 pm for an evening worship service and time of fellowship. We have so much for
which to give thanks; we will spend our time together praying and singing hymns along
these lines. We’ll gather together outside for fellowship and pie after the service.
Upcoming Events — There are several changes to our upcoming Sunday schedule. Please
refer to the last page of today’s bulletin for a full break-down of these changes as well
as important information regarding our Thanksgiving and Christmas ministries.
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-17

Living With the Backdrop of Eternity

I. Who is preaching today?

II. What is the topic?

III. List 3 main points
1.

2.

3.
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Upcoming Events

November & December
'Tis the Season…FOR MINISTRY!!
Opportunities abound for us to spread the good news of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Please take note of the following and jump right in.

Sunday Schedule

Other Important Dates

November 15 — Morning Prayer (9:15 am)
Visitor’s Lunch after Worship (12:00 pm)
First Principles, Week #8 (5:45 pm)

Thursdays, Nov 26 & Dec 24
No Neighborhood Outreach Dinner

November 22 — First Principles Applied, Week #1 (9:15 am)
Thanksgiving Worship Service & Pie (6:00 pm)

Friday, December 4
(7:00 pm in the Courtyard)
Christmas Dessert Fellowship, Adults

November 29 — No morning or evening classes
December 6 — First Principles Applied, Week #2 (9:15 am)
Missionary Care-Packages & Cards (6:00 pm)

December 13— First Principles Applied, Week #3 (9:15 am)
Christmas Hymn Sing (6:00 pm)
December 20 ~ January 3 — No morning or evening classes

Thursday, December 24
(5:30 pm in the Sanctuary)
Christmas Eve Worship Service

As always, please invite your neighbors,
classmates, co-workers, etc. to join us for
any and all of these gatherings!

First Principles Applied
Sunday Mornings, 9:15 am
November 22, December 6, December 13
We have been studying our theological “First Principles” as a congregation; asking
ourselves who we are as a church and what we exist to do. These principles shape our
daily, practical ministry. Join us for three weeks (Sunday mornings, 9:15 am) as we
probe our church’s Philosophy of Ministry and the various avenues in which we are
seeking to minister the Gospel to one another, our neighborhood and to the broader
world. And please prayerfully consider where you might serve in these ministries. We
desire to be a church in which, “speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up into him
who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the
body grow so that it builds itself up in love” (Ephesians 4:15-16).

